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Preface
This special issue of Linear Algebra and its Applications contains a selection of papers pre-
pared on the occasion of the recent Aveiro Workshop on Graph Spectra.
The theory of graph spectra is a complex, very well developed mathematical field. There are
connections with other parts of combinatorics and also with linear algebra and geometry. It is very
much used in theoretical chemistry but it also has some relevance to other applied fields such as
physics, electrical engineering and computer science.
The Aveiro Workshop on Graph Spectra was the first international scientific meeting solely
devoted, by title and subject, to the theory of graph spectra. This three-day meeting took place
in the Mathematics Department of the University of Aveiro, between 10 and 12 April 2006. (The
web page is still active at http://ceoc.mat.ua.pt/conf/graph2006/.) The workshop com-
manded the attention of the Portuguese mathematical community, with 26 of the 60 participants
coming from several parts of the country (including 10 from Aveiro). The foreign participants,
including renowned specialists, came from Brazil (8), Canada (2), Germany (1), Italy (4), Malta
(1), Poland (2), Serbia and Montenegro (3), Spain (4), The Netherlands (2), UK (4) and USA (3).
Scientific Committee: Nair Abreu, Richard Brualdi, Domingos Cardoso, Dragoš Cvetkovic´
(Chairman), Chris Godsil, Willem Haemers and Peter Rowlinson. Organizing and Local Commit-
tee: Domingos Cardoso (Chairman), Raul Cordovil, Leal Duarte, Carlos Luz, Guedes de Oliveira,
Agostinho Agra, Paula Carvalho, Rosa Amélia, Paula Rama and Cristina Requejo.
Invited plenary presentations were delivered by the members of the Scientific Committee,
and by Fan Chung Graham, Edwin van Dam and Steve Kirkland. The scientific programme was
complemented by 18 contributed talks, containing many recent results, and by a problems session
(coordinated by Dragan Stevanovic´). Most of the papers published in this issue were presented at
the workshop.
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